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APPENDIX A

GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING SHORELINE USE PERMITS

1. General.

. a. Decisions regarding permits for private floating
recreation facilities will consider the operating objectives and
physical characteristics of each project. In developing
Shoreline Management Plans, district commanders will give
consideration to the effects of added private boat storage
facilities on commercial concessions for that purpose.
Consistent with established policies, new commercial concessions
may be alternatives to additional limited development shoreline.

b. Permits for individually or group owned shoreline use
facilities may be granted only in Limited Development Areas when
the sites are not near commercial marine services and such use
will not despoil the shoreline nor inhibit public use or
enjoyment thereof. The installation and use of such facilities
will not be in conflict with the preservation of the natural
characteristics of the shoreline nor will they result in
significant environmental damage. Charges will be made for
Shoreline Use Permits in accordance with the separately published
fee schedule.

c. Permits may be granted within Limited Development Areas
*for ski jumps, floats, boat moorage facilities, duck blinds, and
other private floating recreation facilities when they will not
create a safety hazard and inhibit public use or enjoyment of
project waters or shoreline. A Corps permit is not required for
temporary ice fishing shelters or duck blinds when they are
regulated by a state program. When the facility or activity is
authorized by a shoreline use permit, a separate real estate
instrument is generally not required.

d. Group owned boat mooring facilities may be permitted in
Limited Development Areas where practicable (e.g., where
physically feasible in terms of access, water depths, wind
protection, etc.).

2. AD~lications for Shoreline Use Permits.

a. Applications for private Shoreline Use Permits will be
reviewed with full consideration of the policies set forth in
this and referenced regulations, and the Shoreline Management
Plan. Fees associated with the Shoreline Use Permit shall be
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paid prior to issuing the permit. Plans and specifications of
the proposed facility shall be submitted and approved prior to
the start of construction. Submissions should include
engineering details, structural design, anchorage method,
andconstruction materials; the type, size, location and ownership
of the facility; expected duration of use; and an indication of
willingness to abide by the applicable regulations and terms and
conditions of the pemit. Permit applications also shall
“identify and locate any land-based support facilities and any
specific safety considerations.

b. Permits will be issuec~by the district commander or
his/her authorized representative on ENG Form 4264-R (Application
for Shoreline Use Permit) (ApxlendixB). Computer generated forms
may be substituted for ENG Form 4264-R provided all information
is included. The computer generated form will be designated,
“ENG Form 4264-R-E, Ott 87 (Electronic generation approved by
USACE, Ott 87)”.

c. The following are guides to issuance of Shoreline Use
Permits:

(1) Use of boat mooring facilities, including piers and boat
(shelters) houses, will be limited to vessel or watercraft
mooring and storage of gear essential to vessel or watercraft
operation.

(2) Private floating recreation facilities, including boat
mooring facilities shall not be constructed or used for human
habitation or in a manner whif~h gives the appearance of
“converting Federal public prol?erty on which the facility is
located to private, exclusive use. New docks with enclosed sides
(i.e. boathouses) are prohibited.

(3) No private floating facility will exceed the minimum
size required to moor the owner’s boat or boats plus the minimum
size required for an enclosed storage locker for oars, life
preservers and other items essential to watercraft operation.
Specific size limitations may be established in the project
Shoreline Management Plan.

(4) All private floating recreation facilities including
boat mooring facilities will be constructed in accordance with
plans and specifications, approved by the resource manager, or a
written certification from a licensed engineer, stating the
facility is structurally safe will accompany the initial
submission of the plans and specifications.
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(5) Procedures regarding permits for individual facilities shall also apply to permits for
non-commercial group mooring facilities.

(6) Facilities attached to the shore shall be securely anchored by means of moorings which do not
obstruct the free use of the shoreline, nor damage vegetation or other natural features.  Anchoring
to vegetation is prohibited.

(7) Electrical service and equipment leading to or on private mooring facilities must not pose a
safety hazard nor conflict with other recreational use.  Electrical installations must be
weatherproof and meet all current applicable electrical codes and regulations.  The facility must be
equipped with quick disconnect fittings mounted above the flood pool elevation.  All electrical
installations must conform to the National Electric Code and all state, and local codes and
regulations.  In those states where electricians are licensed, registered, or otherwise certified, a
copy of the electrical certification must be provided to the resource manager before a Shoreline
Use Permit can be issued or renewed.  The resource manager will require immediate removal or
disconnection of any electrical service or equipment that is not certified (if appropriate), does not
meet code, or is not safely maintained. All new electrical lines will be installed underground.   This
will require a separate real estate instrument for the service right-of-way.  Existing overhead lines
will be allowed, as long as they meet all applicable electrical codes, regulations and above
guidelines, to include compatibility and safety related to fluctuating water levels.

(8) Private floating recreation facilities will not be placed so as to interfere with any authorized
project purposes, including navigation, or create a safety or health hazard.

* (9) The district commander or his/her authorized representative may place special conditions on the
permit when deemed necessary.  Requests for waivers of shoreline management plan permit
conditions based on health conditions will be reviewed on a case by case basis by the Operations
Manager.  Efforts will be made to reduce onerous requirements when a limiting health condition is
obvious or when an applicant provides a doctor's certification of need for conditions which are not
obvious.                                                                                                *                                          
   
(10) Vegetation modification, including but not limited to, cutting, pruning, chemical
manipulation, removal or seeding by private individuals, are allowed only in those areas
designated as Limited Development Areas or Protected Shoreline Areas.  An existing (as of
February 1, 1989) vegetation modification permit, within a shoreline allocation which normally
would not allow vegetation modification, should be grandfathered. Permittees will not create the
appearance of private ownership of public lands.
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(11) The term of a permit for vegetation modification will be for
five years.  Where possible, such permits will be consolidated
with other shoreline management permits into a single permit. 
The district commander is authorized to issue vegetation
modification permits of less than five years for one-time
requests or to aid in the consolidation of shoreline management
permits.

(12) When issued a permit for vegetative modification, the
permittee will delineate the government property line, as
surveyed and marked by the government, in a clear but unobtrusive
manner approved by the district commander and in accordance with
the project Shoreline Management Plan and the conditions of the
permit.  Other adjoining owners may also delineate the common
boundary subject to these same conditions.  This delineation may
include, but is not limited to, boundary plantings and fencing. 
The delineation will be accomplished at no cost to the
government.

(13) No permit will be issued for vegetation modification in
Protected Shoreline Areas until the environmental impacts of the
proposed modification are assessed by the resource manager and it
has been determined that no significant adverse impacts will
result.  The effect of the proposed modification on water quality
will also be considered in making this determination.

(14) The original of the completed permit application is to be
retained by the permittee. A duplicate will be retained in the
resource manager's office.

3. Permit Revocation. Permits may be revoked by the district
commander when it is determined that the public interest requires
such revocation or when the permittee fails to comply with terms
and conditions of the permit, the Shoreline Management Plan, or
of this regulation.  Permits for duck blinds and ice fishing
shelters will be issued to cover a period not to exceed 30 days
prior to and 30 days after the season.

4. Removal of Facilities. Facilities not removed when specified
in the permit or when requested after termination or revocation
of the permit will be treated as unauthorized structures pursuant
to 36 CFR Part 327.20.

5. Posting of Permit Number. Each district will procure 5" x 8"
or larger printed permit tags of light metal or plastic for
posting.  The permit display tag shall be posted on the facility
and/or on the land area covered by the permit, so that it can be
visually checked, with ease in accordance with instructions
provided by the resource manager.  Facilities or activities
permitted under special provisions should be identified in a way
that will set them apart from other facilities or activities.


